
Wisner Chamber of Commerce 

Annual Meeting held:  January 13, 2017 at the 529 Social 

Those in attendance:  Sally Harms, Alan Harms, Dave Brown, Sonya Arduser, Matt Albers, Anne 

Ausdemore, Stephanie James, Jennifer Cleveland, Elaine Bak, Karen Hass, Heather Geis, Dawn Kulsik, 

Kellie Kimble, and Megan Hassler  

Meeting was called to order at 6:38pm motioned by Jennifer, seconded by Matt 
 
Agenda- Reviewed, no additions or corrections- Stephanie motioned to approve it, Dave seconded, 
motion carried 
 
The December minutes were reviewed- there were no additions or corrections.  Stephanie motioned to 
approve and Dave seconded, motion carried 
 
Treasurers Report:  Report was reviewed.  The profit to date for the Face Book/ Mail Chimp seminar is 

$150.63.   Patty Schinstock charged us $80 for doing the presentation.  Two chamber members still need 

to pay for attending.  The rental for The Lodge was $40.   Ann motioned to approve the Treasurers 

Report, Matt seconded-motion carried. 

Reports of Standing Committees 
St. Pat's 2017- Katie was unable to make it.  The liquor license is done, at this time there is no theme yet.  

We will work on getting the date out so people can put it on their calendars.  Elaine shared that at the 

last school board meeting it was said that they’d like to do a walk through of the school during the St. 

Pat’s festivities. 

Unfinished Business: 
 
Dues Letters: Chamber officers will get together to get these ready to send out for this year.  Anne asked 
how we determined who was considered new members.  Jen commented that past records aren’t very 
thorough so anyone who hasn’t been a member for a few years would be considered new if they were 
to join now.  We will plan on mailing out letters for this year, will continue working on our emailing 
system, would be nice to email out next years letters. We also discussed getting window decals versus 
framed certificates.  Businesses with tinted windows would have a harder time with window clings being 
visible.  Dave suggest checking with Mark Delmont in Beemer, Anne mentioned seeing what options 
Quality Printing in West Point may have.  Also mentioned they should be a member for the amount of 
business that they have from Wisner. 
  
Website Update:  Andrea does have the passwords that would be needed for anyone working on the 
website.  Jen said she would continue to work on this.  Alan has linked his webpage with his face book 
page.  He felt like this wasn’t too difficult and that we could accomplish this without professional 
assistance. 
 
Face Book/ MailChimp Seminar:  Heard great feedback from those that attended.  All agreed that we 
should definitely consider putting on more seminars in the future.  Alan suggested that we look into 
events that would really benefit our Chamber members so they see a purpose for being a member.  



Anne mentioned putting together a questionnaire through Survey Monkey to see what members are 
really wanting from us.  Jen shared that the Norfolk Chamber emails out a monthly newsletter.  They 
keep the same template, just update the information.  This would be another good way to maintain 
contact with our members. 
 
Election of Officers- Election of officers for 2017 will occur at the February meeting. 
 
New Business: 
 
Chamber Coffee- Anne shared that Miss Nebraska will be in Wisner giving a talk on Cyber bullying to the 
4th-12th grade students.  She is also a Teammates Mentor.  Anne wondered if we could do our February 
coffee to coincide with her visit.  This would be on a Tuesday rather then our normal Friday.  Mr. Boyer 
suggested we hold it at the school they could also give a walk through of the new school.   
Coffees for March and April are still unscheduled.  Anne suggested the City Office introduce their new 
employee, she is currently out on maternity leave so would need to wait until she is back.  Megan said 
she would check with Citizens State Bank also.   It was mentioned that May is beef month and perhaps 
Cuming Co feeders want to do something? 
 
Membership 2017:  Discussed as to whether we wanted to continue with the same letter to approach 
businesses.  Katie said she would assist Jen with a mail merge that should make our emailing more 
efficient.  She will have an updated business list that’s being used for St. Pat’s.  
 
Meetings:  Should we continue with monthly meetings?   Quarterly isn’t often enough but we just aren’t 
getting a good turn out.  Alan feels that the monthly meetings just keep the ball rolling rather then 
spacing them out further.  All present agreed. 
 
2017 Ideas- Alan mentioned that if businesses owners have a good idea for their business that it would 
be nice to share it with other local businesses-help each other out!  He said the downtown has really 
gotten away from that.  Sonya commented as to why we can’t get people to attend meetings.  Matt said 
that it seems to be the same people that show up to support things.  It’s just a matter of people 
prioritizing.  Anne feels like once we show more value, people will come.  People associate meetings 
with more “stuff” to do and everyone is busy already.  Anne offered to put together a survey to send out 
to get a better idea of what members want. 
 
Chamber Bucks- Was discussed that we either need to promote Chamber bucks somehow or just do 
away with them.  Visa gift cards are very popular and people are choosing the option over the Chamber 
Buck’s.   This is something that will be discussed further. 
 
Dinner Meetings:  Currently, one dinner meeting is held in January to discuss the year.  It was suggested 
that 2 be held, one in January and one in September to plan for fall and holiday activities.  This will be 
discussed further as well. 
 
The next meeting will be held on February 14th at the Wisner Senior Center at 7:45.   
 
Dave motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Stephanie, motion carried-meeting adjourned at 
8:00 p.m. 
 
Megan Hassler 



Chamber Secretary 
 


